
And some possibilities  

3 questions 

A story 
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Why did this take priority over that? 
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How to reconcile this with that? 

Dork shit by Totnes on the move 
you are surrounded by extraordinary beauty and all we care about is 30 seconds less in traffic?  
Property ownership rates?  Who cares?  
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How is this compatible with that? 
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Now a story 
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Bold thinking 
People and Environment First 
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Greenville, South Carolina 
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Greenville, South Carolina 
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Greenville, South Carolina 

Traffic control  
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took over 5 years for vision to become a reality 
protect water quality of their stream  
show pics of stream   Greenville, South Carolina 

Revitalized local economy 
Enhanced environment  
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Living Streets 
an independent study


Reclamation 

1. The act or process of reclaiming. 

Which way is Totnes going? 

Traffic first? 
 
 
 
  

Or people? 

 
 
2. A restoration, as to productivity,  
   usefulness, or morality. 
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If you….. 
 
walk 
bike 
care about the environment 
history  
the future  
the economy 
heath 
beauty  
 
know someone who does….. 
 
or want your children to….. 
  
this is for you  

an independent study
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No other way to get to high street other than down the middle 
river and the connections are greatest attribute - cars cars cars! 
Tie both halves of the community together, connect people to one another and to surroundings 
that’s where it all falls apart  
 it can be where the community comes together  
closed, it becomes the best space in town - concerts, fairs, could become the other bookend for the market square 
give people a reason for doing a loop   
could go car free on weekends and there is no where that cant be gotten to  

High Street 

Fore Street 

an independent study


Great assets 

Town Center 

River Dart Great negatives 

Improve the assets 
Reduce the negatives  

The Plains/Old Bridge/ 
Fore Street 
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This is not historic - this is from the 1920s 
the street used to belong to people - GET PICS of English towns in 1890s  

an independent study
 Fore Street 

This is a place for cars,  
that people happen to use 

 
 Not very nice to the River 
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an independent study
 Fore Street 

People come first 

Softens the impact Storm water filter 
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The loss of 5 
parking spaces is 
worth the title of 
best high street in 
the UK 
 
SHOW 
EXAMPLES OF 
COMPLETE 
STREETS  
A non ownership 
society only wants 
for 
themselves….short 
term  
but so does onwers 
- and pretty much 
most people ar like 
don’t fuck with my 
routine  

an independent study
 Fore Street Master Plan 
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Fore Street 

The Plains 

Stormwater filters 
w/trees 

Parking bays  
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An example 



 East Street, Horsham 

http://aseasyasridingabike.wordpress.com/2012/01/09/treating-the-symptoms-not-the-cause-the-uses-and-abuses-of-shared-space/ 
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Now, about the Plains 



an independent study


Not a nice place for anyone outside of a car... 
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This is a people place  
which  cars are allowed into…..  
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This is a people place  
which  cars are allowed into…..  

The Plains steve austin landscape architect 
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Living Streets 



No other way to get to high street other than down the middle 
river and the connections are greatest attribute - cars cars cars! 
Tie both halves of the community together, connect people to one another and to surroundings 
that’s where it all falls apart  
 it can be where the community comes together  
closed, it becomes the best space in town - concerts, fairs, could become the other bookend for the market square 
give people a reason for doing a loop   
could go car free on weekends and there is no where that cant be gotten to  

High Street 

Fore Street 

an independent study


Great assets 

Town Center 

River Dart 

Now the connection is complete 

The Plains/Old Bridge 

Improve the assets 
Reduce the negatives  
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Two examples 



http://www.pps.org/reference/what-can-we-learn-about-road-safety-from-the-dutch/ 

Dutch shared street 
Project for Public Spaces 

an independent study
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 Oxford Circus 

an independent study
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Finally, Old Bridge 



an independent study
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Bike Lanes 



Old Bridge  

New Ped Bridge 

Totnes 

Bridgetown 

an independent study
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…..Becomes the symbol of 21st century Totnes 

an independent study
 Old Bridge steve austin landscape architect 
www.bellacitta.org 

A horrible pedestrian and bike experience… 

Living Streets 

welcome




Bike lane 

an independent study


Pedestrian lanes 

Master Plan 

Shared Space Fore Street 

steve austin landscape architect 
www.bellacitta.org 

Living Streets 



Time cars on each movement during the morning and evening for 1 minute and then extrapolate   

All it is is a percieved shortcut through the town  
it shouldn’t be that can a385 handle it all?  

Totnes 

Bridgetown 

A385 

A381 

A383 

Western Bypass 

Plymouth Road 

.75 mile 
2-3 minutes 

an independent study

Master Plan steve austin landscape architect 
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No time to wait 
 



https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/47621/1358-the-carbon-plan.pdf 

“If we are to tackle greenhouse gas 
emissions and other harmful emissions 
from transport, it is therefore imperative 
that we develop and improve vehicle 
technologies that allow us to use 
less fuel or lower carbon fuels…. 

…..this must be the greatest priority” 

Doesn’t appear that the UK will curb GHG 
emissions by limiting driving any time 
soon….. 

an independent study
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http://www.iea.org/publications/freepublications/publication/kwes.pdf 

 
 
Full effects of peak oil unlikely to be felt within next 5 years…..  
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Living Streets 
The Time is Now 

Living Streets 


